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Urban Village, or cheng-zhong-cun, is a phenomenon where the remnanes of pre-industrial serrlements are nestled amidst a seemingly
modern merropolis. Nantou Cicy, the site of Neri&Hu's adaprive reuse project for an eleven-room guesthouse, is an example of such an urban
village. Situared ar the heart of Shenzhen, 2 burgeoning ciry with astonishing growth, Nantou City has evolved from a well-heeled ancient
capital to the overcrowded inner city it is now. Visitors today are immediacely immersed in the tghely knic alleys, plazas and dead-ends,

where residencs, streer vendors, unsupervised children, nomads alike roam.
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Inspired by the vibrant milieu of the alleyways in Nantou City, the project seeks to reflect on the culrural heritage of the mundane. Scenes of”
the everyday—people, objects and their settings—are the primary source marterial for design. To celebrate life in the urban village, the existing
SUrUCTUre Was cut into as a massing stracegy, allowing such “urban incisions™ to foster a new public realm on the inside of the previously
private apartment block. Ar the same time, the excavation revealed the many material lavers and building structures as it ar an archeological

site, only to allow new interventions to instigate unexpected dialogues berween the past and the presenc.
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Throughout the research and design process for che Nanrou City Guesthouse, Svetlana Boym's writings on the wpic of rellecrive nostalgia
have guided the thinking behind the project. Racher than simply mimicking che past for its superficial macerial effects, the project has sought
to unearth the possibilities of certain kinds of past thar could invigorate our contemporary culture. A recronic language was developed ro
articulare two divergent crearments thar probe the notion of urban layering and the embracing of fragments: thar of a light, sereen-like

cladding as the major fagade element, and the other a heavier, expressive assemblage ro concrase as a skyline “eapping” atop.
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Like the bustling scenes in the allevways below, the roofscape across the Nantou urban village has a Tife of its own, with makeshilt gardens
and vegerable farms popping up along the jagged skyline. To reframe views of this ever-evolving village, a flar floaring roofl’is installed to
create a dramaric panorama of the screet life below, and a new public ground above. Housing public spaces and service functions, the merallic

monoliths of the rooltop play on vernacular add-ons, which are much soughe alter by space-starved artic-level residents.
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To ENEApe W ith the L.I'I:I-.:L.t'.l_\- organic circulation that 1'1-.:'.lil‘.I\':-.‘-l.'."II1:.| o Nancou's urban fabric, the
i‘_'.u'.\l]‘.utm":- access and |1u]'l]u' realms are xlrﬂi;:h'.] to be woven hack into the nerwork of intricare
LI”I.'\ WIVS I;".I.I‘.I.:. on sice. The new enctrance to Ilh' !'Illl."-|z]l."|.l'~\' is I.'Il':.ll\".l |'l". I.':\l-l'ﬂlii“\!_', d :"-:llll.' sbreet ihlt'\ I.|".

into the heart of the ]'l'.LiHm!_',. 25 if o invite |‘.x'i!_:h]'lu'..~ and friends into one’s privace home.
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Old and new are juNEaps e Ih:l.ll.i:ll\l'.LI the ]'llli:t;.EI!iL to celebrare ruins. Onee the visitor arrvives ar the
l‘-L.ElI.liI‘.;_!. the |.'I.i|.‘-.il. gesmre ul--.1|u'|‘.i|‘.:L: up the l\ui:x:.’.l:y, '.I.l'.ll‘.‘!_" the urban axis is turned P ard. An existing
stairwell that had pres i\'—L.'-l_\ connected all nine tenement floors was now cur open and e'.\|l:-.|:.]n:. [0 Create a
new vertical cout |_"\.'.|:I.|. Nartural elements are allowed to [rass ||1:L|L.5_;|| trom the apen |5:I:.':..l;.i.'.\ to the side and a
|i|s_'_':1l well above. A new meral stair ~L|H|\L'|1;|l':| within the vertical cout I_\'.l'.'.| takes the visitor on a il."l::."ll'.'l Lo

l]‘.-.';;_:l..-.':-l rooms on the mid-levels, and |i|!i'.”_'\- o the |ll.|.‘-|i-. II.'-UI;\'-l." E:.LI\'.\'I‘..\.
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Old and new are il:hl:'.}‘\‘.\l'\'] ||'I:lll.i‘_|l\l'.ll the l\'lli..l;.il.:i" 1o celebrate ruins, Onee the visitor arrives at the l\l:'\|l;.:_|':5:. the pul\]ic gesture nl_up'l:il‘.i: up
the building along the urban axis is rurned upward. An existing stairwell that had previously connecred all nine tenement floors was now cur

apen and \'x|'|'.||‘.\:.nl to create a new verrical courtvard. Narural elements are allowed o pass l|1|-n'.|i‘_.|‘. from che open |-i'.l;".ll.ll'.\ to the side and a -_ii:]‘.l

well above. A new metal stair suspended within the vertical courtyard rakes the visitor on a journey o the guest rooms on the mid-levels, an

finally to the }‘L:l".ix |\'-u|.u\|\ i;:.u:\\'l‘..\'.
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To cur does not :-1|1-|||\ connote destruction, bur alsa crearian, in this case, ul'all_u'r\ and meanings. By
absorbing the urbanity into the building, Nancou City Guesthouse in turn makes its P ivare history :i.'i‘_',illll.'
and becomes fully i.'1t'_|'_|i'h'\| in the ebb and How of the cirv. Tn thar cransformarion, the self=he :Z:il.:;

INCISION OPENs 4 new ol tal inro as much as che past, as the mundane ver singular present.
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